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USDEL VENICE PLEASE PASS NSC PETER SOMMER, EUR WILLIAM BODDE 

E.O. 12356: N/A 

TAGS: OVIP (REAGAN, RONALD) 

SUBJECT: WASHINGTON POST ARTICLE ON THE PRESIDENT'S 
SPEECH IN BERLIN 

1. PARA TWO CONTAINS TEXT OF "WASHINGTON POST" ARTICLE 
DATELINED WEST BERLIN, JUNE 10, BY ROBERT MCCARTNEY WHICH 
APPEARED ON THE FRONT-PAGE OF THE POST JUNE 11. PARA 
DEPARTMENT SPOKEMAN FOR NOON BRIEFING JUNE 11. 

2. BEGIN TEXT: 

WHITE HOUSE PERSUASION WON HIGH PROFILE SPEECH IN BERLIN 

WHITE HOUSE ADVANCEMEN, SEEKING TO MAKE THE BIGGEST 
POSSIBLE SPLASH FOR PRESIDENT REAGAN'S SPEECH AT THE 
BERLIN WALL FRIDAY, PERSUADED SKEPTICAL WEST BERLIN 
OFFICIALS TO INVITE A LARGER CROWD THAT THE GERMANS 
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WANTED AND TO STAGE THE EVENT OPPOSITE THE VISUALLY 
IMPRESSIVE BUT POLITICALLY SENSITIVE BRANDENBURG GATE, 
U.S. AND WEST BERLIN OFFICIALS SAID TODAY. 
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SOME WEST BERLIN AUTHORITIES WERE CONCERNED THAT THE EAST 
GERMANS AND SOVIETS WOULD CONSIDER IT UNDULY 

"PROVOCATIVE" FOR REAGAN TO SPEAK WITH THE GATE, A 
CLASSICAL- STYLE ARCH IN EAST BERLIN, DIRECTLY BEHIND HIM, 
CITY OFFICIALS SAID. THE 196-YEAR OLD GATE, IN THE 
CENTER OF BERLIN, STANDS ONLY YARDS BEYOND THE WALL 
DIVIDING THE CITY. AS THE BEST-KNOWN SITE ALONG THE 
WALL, IT IS A PARTICULARLY EMOTIONAL SYMBOL OF THE CITY'S 
DIVISION. 

THE WEST BERLINERS PROPOSED THE NEARBY REICHSTAG 
BUILDING, THAT FORMERLY HOUSED THE GERMAN PARLIAMENT, AS 
THE SITE FOR REAGAN'S SPEECH. BUT THE WHITE HOUSE 
INSISTED FROM THE START ON THE LOCATION OPPOSITE THE 
BRANDENBURG GATE BECAUSE IT HAD "THE HIGHEST RECOGNITION 
FACTOR," A U.S. OFFICIAL SAID. 

THE AMERICANS ALSO SUCCEEDED IN HAVING INVITATIONS TO 
HEAR THE SPEECH SENT TO 40,000 PERSONS, WHEREAS THE WEST 
BERLINERS FAVORED A CROWD OF 20,000 TO MADE IT EASIER TO 
GUARANTEE SECURITY. "ALL OF THESE 40,000 HAVE TO GO 
THROUGH A POLICE CHECK. THAT WAS A PROBLEM FROM OUR 
POINT OF VIEW," A CITY OFFICIAL SAID. 

THE DIFFERENCES, WHICH WERE NOT A SOURCE OF MAJOR 
FRICTION BETWEEN WASHINGTON AND WEST BERLIN, WERE 
RESOLVED AMICABLY LAST MONTH, THE U.S. AND WEST BERLIN 
OFFICIALS SAID. IT WAS CLEAR FROM THE OFFICIALS' REMARKS 
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THAT THE CROWD SIZE WAS A GREATER PROBLEM FOR THE WEST 
GERMANS THAN THE SITE OF REAGAN'S SPEECH. 

REAGAN WILL STAND 50 YARDS FROM THE WALL WITH THE GATE AS 
HIS BACKDROP ON FRIDAY AFTERNOON WHEN HE DELIVERS WHAT 
U.S. OFFICIALS HERE DESCRIBED AS A SIGNIFICANT FOREIGN 
POLICY ADDRESS. 

"HE WILL MAKE SOME IMPORTANT, BERLIN-RELATED INITIATIVES 
AND ALSO FOCUS ON EAST-WEST RELATIONS" A U.S. OFFICIAL 
SAID. HE DECLINED TO DISCUSS WHAT THE PRESIDENT PLANNED 
TO SAY. 

REAGAN WILL STOP HERE FOR BETWEEN FOUR AND FIVE HOURS ON 
HIS TRIP BACK TO WASHINGTON FROM THE VENICE ECONOMIC 
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HE VISITED WEST BERLIN IN 1982 AND THUS WILL BECOME THE 
FIRST PRESIDENT TO COME HERE TWICE WHILE IN OFFICE. MOST 
PRESIDENTS SINCE 1945 HAVE TRAVELED TO WEST BERLIN TO 
REAFFIRM THE WEST'S COMMITMENT TO PRESERVE THIS ENCLAVE 
110 MILES INSIDE EAST GERMANY. 

THE WEST BERLIN GOVERNMENT HAS BROUGHT IN 1,000 POLICEMEN 
FROM WEST GERMANY AS REINFORCEMENTS TO HELP CONTAIN 
EXPECTED VIOLENCE BY YOUNG, ANTI-REAGAN PROTESTERS. LONG 
LINES HAVE FORMED AT HIGHWAY ENTRY POINTS IN RECENT DAYS 
AS POLICE HAVE TAKEN EXTRA PAINS TO CHECK IDENTITY 
DOCUMENTS AND SEARCH CARS. 

ANTI-U.S. DEMONSTRATIONS LED TO VIOLENT CONFRONTATIONS 
WHEN REAGAN WAS HERE LAST TIME. POLICE HAVE GRANTED 
PERMISSION FOR SEVERAL PROTESTS, BUT THE AUTHORITIES ARE 
BRACING FOR STREET CLASHES. 

DEMONSTRATIONS HAVE BEEN BANNED IN AN AREA OF SEVERAL 
LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

PAGE 04 STATE 179772 

BLOCKS AROUND THE SITE OF REAGAN'S SPEECH. THE LARGEST 
LEGALLY AUTHORIZED PROTEST, ORGANIZED BY 130 GROUPS LED 
BY THE PACIFIST-ECOLOGIST ALTERNATIVE LIST PARTY, IS 
SCHEDULED FOR THURSDAY EVENING. 

REAGAN FOLLOWS QUEEN ELIZABETH II AND FRENCH PRESIDENT 
FRANCOIS MITTERRAND IN MAKING A VISIT THIS YEAR DURING 
BERLIN ' S 750TH ANNIVERSARY . THE THREE HEADS OF STATE 
LEAD THE ALLIED POWERS THAT HAVE HAD ULTIMATE 
RESPONSIBILITY FOR GOVERNING WEST BERLIN SINCE THE DEFEAT 
OF HITLER'S GERMANY. 

REAGAN WILL FOLLOW A NEW ALLIED POLICY, ADOPTED THIS 
YEAR, OF PAYING AN INFORMAL VISIT ON WEST GERMAN 
PRESIDENT RICHARD VON WEIZSAECKER IN VON WEIZSAECKER' S 
OFFICIAL BERLIN RESIDENCE. 

THE GESTURE IS AIMED AT UNDERLINING ALLIED SUPPORT FOR 
WEST BERLIN'S SPECIAL TIES WITH WEST GERMANY. MOSCOW, 
WHICH HAS RESPONSIBILITY FOR EAST BERLIN, CONTENDS THAT 
WEST BERLIN IS A UNIQUE ENTITY INDEPENDENT OF WEST 
GERMANY. 
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3. BEGIN TEXT 

Q: HOW DO YOU REACT TO TODAY'S ARTICLE IN THE 
"WASHINGTON POST" WHICH SAYS THAT WHITE HOUSE 
ADVANCEMEN "PERSUADED SKEPTICAL WEST BERLIN OFFICIALS 
TO INVITE A LARGER CROWD THAN THE GERMANS WANTED" TO 
THE PRESIDENT'S SPEECH IN BERLIN ON JUNE 12 DESPITE 
SENSITIVITIES ABOUT THE SITE AT THE BRANDENBURG GATE? 
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A: -- THE PRESIDENT IS VISITING BERLIN AT THE INVITATION OF 
GOVERNING MAYOR DIEPGEN, ON BEHALF OF THE SENAT AND 
PEOPLE OF THE CITY, AS PART OF BERLIN'S CELEBRATION 0 
ITS 750TH ANNIVERSARY. HIS VISIT, IN CONJUNCTION WIT 
THE RECENT VISITS OF PRESIDENT MITTERRAND AND QUEEN 
ELIZABETH, SYMBOLIZES THE CONTINUING COMMITMENT OF TH 
THREE WESTERN ALLIES TO FULFILL THEIR ROLE AS 
PROTECTIVE POWERS IN BERLIN. THE PRESIDENT'S VISIT 
ALSO UNDERSCORES THE LASTING AMERICAN ENGAGEMENT WITH 
THE PEOPLE OF BERLIN. 

THE PROGRAM FOR THE VISIT, INCLUDING ALL EVENTS, 
VENUES AND ARRANGEMENTS, WAS WORKED OUT COOPERATIVELY 
BETWEEN U.S. AND WEST BERLIN AUTHORITIES OVER A PERIO 
OF MONTHS. ALL ELEMENTS OF THE PROGRAM WERE AMICABLY 
AGREED TO BY GERMAN AND AMERICAN OFFICIALS. 

WE HAVE EVERY REASON TO BELIEVE THAT WEST BERLIN 
OFFICIALS ARE FULLY SATISFIED WITH THE PREPARATIONS 
FOR THE PRESIDENT'S VISIT AND LOOK FORWARD TO THE 
VISIT, AS WE DO, AS A GREAT SUCCESS IN REAFFIRMING TH 
TIES BETWEEN THE UNITED STATES AND THE CITY OF BERLIN 
WHITEHEAD 
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